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wards and forwards between General Allenby's
G.H.Q,. and FeisaPs headquarters as the spirit
moved him, and disappeared like a ghost with his
band of desperadoes whenever he felt inclined.
Lawrence had hardly vanished when an American
maker of cinema films came unexpectedly into the
Guwera mess-tent. He was bitterly disappointed
at missing the uncrowned king of Arabia, whom he
had met in Cairo, and who had been prevailed
upon to arrange for his flying visit to the Arab
theatre of operations. He had perforce to content
himself for the present with listening to the stories
which were told him by the various British officers
in the mess, and in working out a trip to Petra. I
never saw him again and had no hand in the staging
of his pictures, which were a triumph of journalistic
composition ; but they depicted only the earlier
Lawrence of the heroic period, and wrongly credited
him with doing single-handed the whole of the later
work of " Hedgehog," and of Joyce and his British
staff. I came too late, so that I practically never
saw the real Elizabethan Lawrence, who char-
acteristically drew back into his shell during that
long period of preparation after the taking of Akaba.
Like the Bedouin with whom he rode he held aloof
from soldiers and everything they did. At the same
time, it is bare justice to give him the chief credit
for the whole series of Arab operations which ended
in the setting up of Arab rule in Damascus. It may
be true that, but for Dawnay and Joyce, only
twenty or thirty Arab irregulars would have ridden
with Allenby's cavalry into the Syrian capital
instead of from six to seven hundred trained and
equipped regular soldiers, and what they managed
to do on the way might not have been of great